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Issue number 8 comes after a spell of very hot weather which I hope everybody has enjoyed without
coming to any harm. I notice that some groups cancelled walks or at least modified them to suit 
conditions. Better safe than sorry.

The end of the year is not too far off with all that entails. Time to think about your volunteering role
and what you can do to further our cause.
Richard Davis, Area Chairman
Te: 01453 762373  Email: richard@riana.plus.com

Area Council
A meeting of Area Council was held on the 10th July. Among items discussed was feedback from 
General Council. This included the suggestion that Groups should invite their local MP out on a 
walk and which had subsequently been the subject of a communication to all groups.

Council also considered communications which had been received from Central Office regarding 
initiatives which had been taken to gather members opinions on the future of Ramblers through 
getting out and meeting them on walks and by holding meetings between the CEO, the Chairman of
the BoT and Area chairs.

The Treasurer reminded Groups that budget plans for the next fiscal year should be submitted as 
early as possible.

The Publicity Officer reported on the use of Facebook and Twitter by some groups and stalls which 
were being run at the Winchcombe Walking Festival and Stroud Festival of Nature. Other successes
included the appearance of Cirencester Group on TV.

Council also learned that Gloucestershire's PROW work was to be outsourced. Details would be 
available at a later date.

Board of Trustees
The minutes of the July 2013 BoT meeting are now on the Ramblers volunteer website. A wide 
range of topics were discussed and included confirmation that Ramblers concerns on the Anti Social
Behaviour, Crime and Policing Bill had been discussed by the Home Office Select Committee and 
some helpful assurances had been received. More information was discussed on the Coastal Path 
and reports were considered on the policy conference in Edale. 

Consideration was also given to young walkers groups and to the development of groups in general.
The position of the Walking for Health scheme was discussed and information on the role of Areas 
which came out of the meeting with Area Chairs was also reported on.
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After the meeting but before the minutes were produced it was reported that a new Director of 
Finance and Operations had been appointed.
It was also reported that work had begun on the review of governance as requested by General 
Council. A final point of interest was confirmation that all Area AGM's would be attended by a 
trustee or a senior member of staff.

Walking with MP's
As you know a resolution was passed at Area Council encouraging groups to invite their MP's or 
prospective Parliamentary candidates out on a walk. If you haven't got round to doing this just to 
remind you that there is a 'Walking with MP's' toolkit on the volunteer website.

HS2
There has been a considerable amount of discussion recently on HS2 with proposals for its 
extension to Manchester. Ramblers continue to be involved and more information and details of 
how to respond can be found on the Volunteer Website.

A new vision
A public discussion is being launched to help determine a new vision for Ramblers. Over the 
coming months, trained volunteers will be initiating conversations with people across Britain about 
what our priorities should be for the next ten years. The discussion will be officially launched on the
4th September in Edale and we are asked to keep an eye on the website for how to share our views.

Grants for path teams
A fund has been set up to help local areas and groups continue with work maintaining paths and to 
help new path maintenance teams get going. The fund will help groups pay for new equipment and 
provide training. As well as the small grants scheme there is also a kissing gate fund.

New membership renewals
A new appealing renewal letter that thanks members for their support and highlights what their 
membership has meant for us. It also includes a membership card. From this month the renewal 
letter will be sent a month earlier, in month 10 of membership, to give members more time to 
renew. 

Cotswold AONB
The Cotswold Conservation Board has recently produced a new management plan. The five year 
plan was adopted by the Board in March. There is a strong emphasis on partnership working and the
need for public bodies to fulfil their commitment to work towards helping to conserve and enhance 
the AONB.

It sets out a vision for future management of the area, together with clear objectives and policies 
which will guide the Cotswold Conservation Board in exercising its responsibilities. 

Full details can be found on the Cotswold AONB website and if you don't have time to plough 
through the whole document have a look at the section 'Understanding and Enjoying'.

Walking Festivals
With the Winchcombe Walking Festival now behind us I would like to remind you of two other 
local festivals both of which are supported by Ramblers. The Stroud Walking Festival takes place 
from the 14th to the 29th September. There are over 16 walk which culminate with the Meningitis 
Trust walk on the 29th. The festival will be launched at the Festival of Nature on the 7th September 
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together with the Festival of Food and Drink and the Eco Homes Festival.

Meanwhile Dursley Walking Festival is scheduled for the 4th to the 6th October and will hopefully 
tie in with a successful application for 'Walkers are Welcome' status for the town. A lot of effort has 
been put into this, their second festival, and if you get chance please give them your support. Details
of the walks can be found on www.dursleywelcomeswalkers.org.uk.

And finally
Just to remind you that the positions of Membership Secretary and Countryside Secretary will be up
for grabs at the AGM. Why not get in now to secure your nomination? The Membership Secretary's 
job has become a lot easier in recent years and without an Area Membership Secretary the work can
only fall back on the Group Secretaries. The Countryside Secretary's job can be very interesting and
rewarding with a chance to get involved with Gloucestershire CPRE.

And finally finally – PROW
We understand that the County Council are about to finalise their plans for outsourcing PROW 
work. The Cotswold Wardens are very concerned with the situation and, with our own voluntary 
footpath work, we must also be alert to the changes. Will our voluntary work simply go towards 
boosting the profits of a private contractor? Has sufficient notice been taken of the part played by 
volunteers? The Wardens estimate that they contribute the equivalent of 10 full time staff to 
footpath work, add our own operation and you can easily see that volunteers play a very large part. 
We will be carefully monitoring the situation and raising matters with the appropriate authorities. 
Meanwhile you can always help by raising your concerns with your County Councillor or any other 
contacts. 

The Ramblers' Association is a registered charity (England & Wales no. 1093577,Scotland no. SCO39799), and a company limited by 
guarantee, registered in England & Wales (No. 4458492). Registered Office: 2nd Floor Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment, London 
SE1 7TW
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